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[Abstract]

Impact of Childbirth on Parents’ Smoking Behavior:
Theory and Empirical Analysis Using Panel Data

Hyeon-Jae Kim" - Han-Sil Choi™

This study analyzed the effect of childbirth on parental smoking behavior. It is
well known that secondhand smoke caused by parental smoking has a negative
effect on the health of the child, and there have been numerous studies. On the
contrary, there have been no studies analyzing the effects of parental status or
childbirth on parental smoking behavior. In order to analyze the parental smoking
behavior, hypotheses about the effects of childbirth on smoking behavior of
parents were established using theoretical model, and tested through empirical
analysis using panel data. As a result of empirical analysis, there was no
significant difference in postpartum smoking in men. In case of women, the
fertility effect reduced smoking during four years after giving birth and then
returned to levels similar to those before giving birth. By gender, the effects of

childbirth on smoking behavior were contradictory.

Keywords: childbirth, smoking behavior, altruism, secondhand smoking, child
health
JEL Classification: D12, 112
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